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SUMMARY 

Executive summary: This document is submitted in order to provide stakeholder input to 
the data gathering and analysis plan (DGAP) (BWM.2/Circ.67/Rev.1) 
as envisaged in the experience-building phase (resolution 290(71)) 
and provides the Committee with a copy of INTERTANKO's 
Commentary on entries in the ballast water record book (BWRB) 

Strategic direction, 
if applicable: 

1 

Output: 1.24 and 1.25 

Action to be taken: Paragraph 9 

Related documents: BWM/CONF/36; resolution MEPC.290(71) and BWM.2/Circ.67/Rev.1 

Introduction 

1 Following the entry into force of the International Convention for the Control and 
Management of Ships' Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004 on 8 September 2017, all 
ocean-going ships have been required to record ballast operations in a ballast water record 
book (BWRB), a requirement under regulation B-2 of the Convention. Appendix II of the 
Convention (Form of Ballast Water Record Book) specifies the ballast operations that should 
be recorded, as a minimum, in the BWRB.  

2 The correct and accurate completion of the BWRB by ships' crews is a critical step in 
the compliance process. The criticality of ensuring that entries in the BWRB are correct is 
equally relevant for those on board as well as those inspecting and auditing the ship for 
regulatory compliance purposes.  
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Stakeholder input into the experience-building phase 

3 The Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC), at its seventy-first session, 
adopted the experience-building phase (EBP) to monitor and improve the International 
Convention for the Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004 
(BWM Convention) (resolution MEPC.290(71)). MEPC 72 subsequently approved the data 
gathering and analysis plan (DGAP) for the EBP with a revision approved at MEPC 74 
(BWM.2/Circ.67/Rev.1). Member Governments and stakeholders are encouraged to use the 
DGAP to gather, prepare and submit data to the EBP. 

4 More specifically, resolution 290(71) notes that "challenges may arise during the 
implementation of any new convention that were not foreseen at the time of its adoption…", 
and that the intention of the EBP is, in part, to "identify aspects of the implementation that are 
working well and to shed light on issues that require further attention". Resolution 290(71) also 
adds that, while "the analysis will be based primarily on the data gathered through the EBP, it 
should also take into account any relevant information otherwise provided to the Organization 
pursuant to the Convention and its guidelines". 

5 The standard templates for reporting, as envisaged in the DGAP, do not necessarily 
lend themselves to the qualitative analysis of subjective views, i.e. opinions regarding the 
correct record book entry. However, while there is no standard template provided in the DGAP 
for the submission of data by observer organizations, it is nevertheless envisaged that this 
document and the information and analysis offered in the annex are considered relevant for 
inclusion in the Ballast Water Review Group's assessment and analysis. 

6 More specifically, there is direct relevance to the information provided in this 
document that reflects the type of data envisaged as being submitted by port State control 
authorities in Appendix B of the DGAP. Appendix B seeks information on the outcome of port 
State control inspections and deficiencies in record book entries (reference, Part 1: PSC 
Inspection outcomes, Appendix B: Basic PSC Report Template, BWM.2/Circ.67/Rev.1) as well 
as deficiencies concerning other aspects of the Convention (Appendix B, Part 2 Basic PSC 
Report Template: Actions arising from unsatisfactory inspections). 

Commentary on entries in the BWRB 

7 INTERTANKO's Commentary on entries in the BWRB as provided in the annex, 
provides a commentary on entries in the ballast water record book (BWRB) for commonly used 
ballast water operations on tankers. It is based on questions and feedback from INTERTANKO 
members as well as feedback from several flag Administrations and port State Authorities 
consulted by INTERTANKO and its members in relation to BWRB entries.  

8 The document notes that INTERTANKO's members have encountered differing 
interpretations by Administrations, port State Authorities, class societies and third-party 
auditors and inspectors when examining ballast water activities that are recorded in the BWRB. 
The Commentary therefore discusses the following areas: the ambiguity that exists within 
Appendix II of the Convention; a consideration of the variations of interpretation of the 
record-keeping entries specified in Appendix II, and; possible options for making entries in the 
BWRB under various ballast operation scenarios. 

Action requested of the Committee 

9 The Committee is invited to note the information provided in the annex to this 
document. 

***
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ANNEX 

COMMENTARY ON ENTRIES IN THE BALLAST WATER RECORD BOOK 
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